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controversy. The principal names associated with the
writing of the Canons are those of Andrew, Bishop of Crete,
author of the Great mid-Lent Canon, John of Damascus, and
Theodore of the monastery of Studius, all of the eighth and
ninth centuries. The main characteristic of these long hymns
is an advance in refinement and elaboration, accompanied by
some loss of spontaneity. This tendency grew in the ninth
century and led to a progressive loss of feeling and vitality,
with the result that Byzantine hymn-writing practically died
out by the eleventh century.
The Epigram. The Byzantine fondness for the epigram is
an example of the links which unite Byzantine to Alexan-
drian civilization. The epigram was alive from the fourth to
the eleventh century. From the fourth to the sixth the
classical tone predominates. Representatives of this period
are the purely pagan Palladas of Alexandria, whose gloomy
spirit is summed up in the pessimistic couplet:
Thou talkest much, but soon art reft of breath;
Be silent, and yet living study death,
and Agathias and Paul the Silentiary, who illustrate the
revival of the epigram in the reign of Justinian. Some Attic
grace still clings to them, as in Paul's verse inscription for a
drinking-cup:
From me Aniceteia wets her golden lip;
Be mine to give her bridal draught to sip.
In the eighth and ninth centuries the tone is chiefly Christian.
Theodore the Studite generally uses the iambic trimeter, and
his epigrams deal with saints, images, churches, and all sides
of monastic life. The most interesting are those addressed
to the humbler servants of the monastery, such as the shoe-
maker or the cook. The shoemaker is bidden to remember
that his work is the same [sic] as that of the Apostle Paul, and
in general 'making drudgery divine' is the prevailing idea of
these epigrams. They are a welcome change from the elegant
trifles of an Agathias.
John Geometres, who attained high rank in the tenth
century, is typical of the mixture of the pagan and Christian
elements which appear in the epigrams of this and the
following century. He writes on Nicephorus Phocas and